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What exactly is a book? In The Book (MIT Press, 2018) I tried
o define it with respect to its status as object, content, idea, and
i nterface. Drawing on its history of changing material forms,
The Book grapples with an object that is by nature slippery—a
portable information storage and retrieval technology—a
aterial form for the dissemination of text. [ believe that just
15 the book's material form shifts over time with the needs of
writers and readers and the materials ready to hand, “the book”
is a protean idea that shifts with our desires and capacities. Its
definition comes, in part, through dialogue, experimentation,
and creative reinterpretation. The Book is peppered with quotes
from the thinkers and makers of books who inspired my
research, but I knew as I assembled it that there were many
more people I would have liked to ask for their definitions of

the book, given world enough, time, and ample space.

In April 2018, I began contacting writers, artists,
bookbinders, publishers, librarians, and scholars I admired
to ask What is the/a book? I shared their responses at t-h-e-b-
0-0-k.com to decenter my voice and draw attention to the

Ifnany other formulations of what the book is and can be. The
ollowing are their answers.
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we think of very different, in(fc?mparhable, devices =
‘books, just as we deem entities that PUMD wate,
spin washing machine drums.or mf)ve ca.rs. forwarg g
‘engines.” And yet there is a distinctive tralt' In the map,
things a book may be: a differed, potentig| exist
waiting to be triggered by reading. Also, Printing is 5
of ghost binding. Books are silent capture devices orj
to hold in finite linear renderings, line after line, pag
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