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Abstract  
This paper presents an analysis of judicial decisions that are easy to 
understand for children and adolescents when their legal rights have 
been violated. The study took into account legal concepts such as 
unofficial agency in constitutional actions, the fundamental rights of 
minors and the methodological aspects of judicial decisions that are 
easy to understand. The study used a bibliographic-documentary 
methodology along with critical analysis techniques. The authors 
concluded that easy-to-understand judgments significantly impact 
society as they protect the right to information for this vulnerable 
population, facilitate citizen participation and restore the humanity of 
justice system operators. The study also found that these circums-
tances strengthen the construction of the social fabric. 
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Providencias judiciales de fácil comprensión para niños, niñas y adolescentes en vul-
nerabilidad 

Resumen 
Se realiza un análisis sobre las providencias judiciales de fácil comprensión para niños, niñas y ado-
lescentes cuyos bienes jurídicos más preciados han sido vulnerados, para lo cual se consideran insti-
tuciones jurídicas técnicas como la agencia oficiosa en la acción de tutela, los derechos fundamenta-
les de los menores de edad y aspectos metodológicos de las providencias judiciales de fácil com-
prensión. Se emplea una metodología bibliográfica-documental con análisis crítico. Se concluye que 
las sentencias de fácil comprensión poseen un gran impacto en la sociedad, toda vez que garantizan 
la protección del derecho a la información de la población vulnerable, materializan la participación 
ciudadana y devuelven el carácter humano a los operadores encargados de administrar justicia, cir-
cunstancias que fortalecen a la construcción del tejido social. 

Palabras clave 
Derechos de los niños; niños en situaciones de vulnerabilidad; derechos fundamentales. 

Decisões judiciais facilmente compreensíveis para crianças e adolescentes em 
situações vulneráveis 

Resumo 
É feita uma análise das decisões judiciais de fácil compreensão para crianças e adolescentes cujos 
bens jurídicos mais preciosos tenham sido violados, para os quais são consideradas instituições jurí-
dicas técnicas como a agência informal na acção tutelar, os direitos fundamentais dos menores e os 
aspectos metodológicos das decisões judiciais de fácil compreensão. É utilizada uma metodologia 
bibliografia-documentária com análise crítica. Conclui-se que as decisões fáceis de compreender 
têm um grande impacto na sociedade, uma vez que garantem a protecção do direito à informação 
da população vulnerável, materializam a participação dos cidadãos e restauram o carácter humano 
dos operadores encarregados de administrar a justiça, circunstâncias que reforçam a construção do 
tecido social. 
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Introduction 

W ith the section entitled Synthesis of the ruling for the child, the Eighth Review 
Chamber of the Constitutional Court marked a milestone in the history of 

the administration of justice in the Republic of Colombia, issuing Ruling T-262 (Corte 
Constitucional, 2022), addressed to a child. This ruling was written in an easy-to-read 
format, explaining the decision taken by this high court in simple language. In this way, 
it sought to guarantee the rights of children and adolescents involved in a judicial pro-
cess to know the stages, proceedings, and judicial decisions regarding protecting the 
most relevant legal assets.  

One of the Constitutional Court’s primary functions is to protect the fundamental 
rights of all citizens when they are violated or threatened. In particular, jurisprudence 
has defined that portion of the population as subjects of special constitutional protection, 
that is, those persons who find it difficult to effectively access the fundamental rights 
enshrined in the Constitution due to their vulnerability.  

Under this understanding, the child, through his legal representative or an unofficial 
agent, can take constitutional action to protect his fundamental rights. In the case of the 
judgment under study, the child acted through an unofficial agent, a circumstance that 
clearly shows the importance of the selfless action of this legal figure, even more so in 
the fundamental rights of a minor. 

The importance of the empathetic language of Ruling T-262 (Corte Constitucional, 
2022), issued by the Constitutional Court, is highlighted in this work so that adequate 
judicial protection is more safeguarded when the holder of the right can understand the 
terms of a judgment, which ultimately decides rights that are requested under the garb 
of the judicial branch, thus bringing the jurisdiction closer to the parties. A study is 
made to fulfill the purpose presented of the performance of the unofficial agent, an 
analysis of the easy understanding of the judgments that protect the rights of children 
and adolescents, and a review of the methodological aspects of the judicial decisions 
that are easy to comprehend.  
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Previously, the question has arisen as to whether inclusive language is used in the 
rulings issued in the Colombian judicial system or whether, on the contrary, these are 
produced exclusively in technical legal language that may hinder the understanding of 
the decisions made by the authorities in charge of administering justice. For the authors 
of this article, the use of exclusively technical language generates conditions of inequa-
lity concerning people who, due to their state of vulnerability, face many obstacles to 
enjoying adequate access to justice. 

Understanding the legal decisions of children and adolescents in vulnerable situati-
ons is an area of growing interest within legal and social science studies. Several resear-
chers have recently addressed the need to make judicial processes more accessible and 
understandable to this population. This line of research responds to a global call for 
children’s rights that ensure not only the protection but also the active participation of 
children in matters that directly affect their lives. 

It is essential to highlight the work of several scholars who have significantly con-
tributed to this study area. First, Berrick et al. (2018) conducted a comparative analysis 
of court systems in Europe and the United States, highlighting how simplifying court 
proceedings’ language and visual presentation can improve minors’ comprehension. 
Their study suggests that adopting these practices improves minors’ experience within 
the justice system and fosters greater trust in the administration of justice. 

In Asia, Martin (2018) research on access to justice for vulnerable children high-
lights the cultural and linguistic barriers that further complicate the understanding of 
legal processes in the Philippines due to the policy of an English-dominant legal system. 

Finally, in the Anglo-Saxon field, the study by Frederick et al. (2024) focuses on the 
importance of children’s and families’ perspectives and understanding of the juvenile 
court criminal proceedings in which they are involved. This study was conducted becau-
se many children and families had difficulty understanding court proceedings, particu-
larly the formal and legal language, and fully appreciated the crucial implications of de-
cisions for their future lives. 

These studies underscore the growing awareness of the need to make justice systems 
more accessible and understandable to children and youth. Although they differ in geo-
graphical and methodological approach, they all point to a common conclusion: adap-
ting legal practices to children’s cognitive and emotional needs to ensure their effective 
participation and protection within the justice system. 
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Historically, the legal system has been criticized for its technical language and com-
plex procedures, which pose significant barriers to children’s understanding. Previous 
research has documented how these barriers can negatively impact children’s perceptions 
of justice and the effective exercise of their rights. Studies, such as those conducted by 
Unicef and various NGOs, have advocated for reforms prioritizing children’s right to be 
heard and understood within the legal framework. 

Recently, significant efforts have been made in several judicial systems worldwide to 
adapt judicial communications and decisions to a younger audience. Examples of these 
efforts include simplifying legal language, introducing specialized mediators to facilitate 
communication between the justice system and minors, and developing guides and in-
formation materials specifically designed for children and adolescents. 

Some emblematic cases, such as Ruling T-262 2022 of the Constitutional Court of 
Colombia, have marked essential milestones by adopting clear and accessible language 
in their rulings aimed at minors. These and other examples illustrate a progressive shift 
towards including child-friendly judicial practices, recognizing the importance of their 
understanding in the judicial process. 

Despite these advances, there is a significant research gap in assessing the impact of 
these practices on perceptions of justice and the lives of affected children. Most studies 
have focused on legal and normative analysis, leaving out the perspective of minors and 
their lived experiences of the justice system. This manuscript seeks to fill this gap by ex-
ploring how easily understood judicial decisions can contribute to a greater sense of jus-
tice and empowerment among children and adolescents in vulnerable situations. 

The analysis of the state of the art reveals a growing trend towards adapting the jus-
tice system to the needs of minors, although it also highlights the need for more empiri-
cal research on the impact of these practices. Our study is situated in this context, pro-
posing a theoretical and practical analysis of easily understandable judicial decisions. In 
doing so, it contributes to an evolving field of study and points to future directions for 
research that can strengthen the intersection between justice, law, and child protection. 

Methodology 
This paper is bibliographic-legal since it is based on the theoretical and analytical 

study of judicial decisions that are easy to understand for children and adolescents in 
vulnerable situations, complemented by a review of documents whose thematic catego-

 5Re v. l a t i n o a m . c i e n c . s o c . n i ñ e z  j u v.  ·  Vo l .  2 2 ,  n . º  3 ,  s e p . - d i c .  d e  2 0 2 4  
E - I S S N :  2 0 2 7 - 7 6 7 9  ·  h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 1 6 0 0 / r l c s n j . 2 2 . 3 . 5 7 5 9



R e v i s t a  L a t i n o a m e r i c a n a  d e  C i e n c i a s  S o c i a l e s ,  N i ñ e z  y  J u v e n t u d  
V O L .  1 7 ,  N o .  2 . ,  j u l i o - d i c i e m b r e  d e  2 0 1 9  ·  E - I S S N :  2 0 2 6 - 7 9 7 6  D O I : …

Easily understandable court rulings for children…

ries were related to the legal and doctrinal framework of unofficial agency, the funda-
mental rights of children and methodological aspects of jurisprudence, for which three 
selection criteria were applied to the research of information: Relevance, according to 
the importance of the objectives set; Depth: the available sources were reviewed; and Ti-
meliness, in terms of the most recent research, findings and advances. 

The research was based on the qualitative paradigm because it presupposed elabora-
ting a reflexive analysis of the reality implicit in the legal world’s responses to the need 
to humanize the juridical technique. 

In order to locate relevant judicial decisions, the research used the VLEX database, 
a comprehensive and updated source of legal documents covering the whole of Latin 
America. Specific search criteria guided the selection of judicial decisions from VLEX: 

Keyword searches: Terms related to child-friendly judicial decisions, vulnerable youth and 
the law, and legal decisions understandable to minors were used. The goal was to filter out 
decisions that directly addressed or were relevant to the study's focus on the accessibility 
of legal processes for minors. 

Jurisdictional Scope: Given the study’s goal of gaining a broad understanding of Latin 
American legal systems, decisions from different countries in the region were conside-
red, allowing for a diverse and representative analysis. 

Recency: Priority was given to decisions issued within the last six years to ensure 
that the study reflects current practices and interpretations of child-friendly jurispru-
dence. 

The analysis of the collected judicial decisions and academic papers employed a qua-
litative technique central to examining the thematic and conceptual content of the judi-
cial decisions and academic literature, facilitating the identification of patterns, themes, 
and gaps in the discourse on child-friendly jurisprudence. Judicial decisions from diffe-
rent jurisdictions were compared to understand regional differences and commonalities 
in making legal processes understandable to minors. 

Academic papers relevant to the subject matter were rigorously searched using the 
Scopus database, a comprehensive and widely recognized source for scholarly articles. 
This approach enabled the identification of recent and pertinent research articles, reviews, 
and case studies that address the accessibility of judicial processes for children and ado-
lescents and the role of unofficial agents in legal actions. Each selected paper underwent 
a critical review process to assess the current state of research on the topic, evaluate 
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methodological approaches employed by different scholars, and synthesize key findings 
that bear significance to the study’s objectives. Special attention was paid to studies that 
offered insights into the effects of easy-to-understand judicial rulings and the participa-
tory rights of minors in legal proceedings.  

Integrating the Scopus database in our search strategy ensured the inclusion of 
high-quality academic contributions, enhancing the breadth and depth of our literature 
review. This step was instrumental in identifying the thematic areas that are well-explo-
red and those that require further investigation, thereby helping to delineate the resear-
ch gap this study aims to address. By employing both the VLEX database for legal do-
cuments and the Scopus database for academic papers, this approach adheres to the 
qualitative research paradigm while enriching the study’s foundation. It ensures a robust 
integration of empirical legal documents and scholarly insights, laying a solid 
groundwork for the ensuing analysis and discussion. 

Results 
Antecedents of easy-to-understand judicial decisions 
in Latin America 

After a documentary review, it was determined that Mexico was the pioneer coun-
try in Latin America in issuing rulings in easy-to-understand language when, in 2013, the 
First Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation of Mexico resolved the 
constitutional action in review 159/2013 (AR159/13, Suprema Corte de Justicia de la Na-
ción, 2013), protecting the fundamental rights of an adolescent with Asperger’s syndro-
me, who had appealed the ruling that declared him incapable. The Supreme Court of 
Justice of Mexico gave reason to the young man since the right to exercise his will and 
make decisions was restricted (Gralewski, 2017). In addition to the traditional ruling, a 
complementary ruling was drafted in an easy-to-read format, addressed to the young 
person, which begins as follows: «Upon analyzing your case, the Court decided that you, 
Ricardo Adair, are right» and continues explaining the decision following the discern-
ment capacity of this young person. 

In Peru, in 2015, the Judge of the Third Family Court issued a transcendental ruling 
by adapting it to an easy-to-read, clear, direct, and simple format so that two brothers, 
45 and 47 years old, both with a diagnosis of paranoid schizophrenia can adequately un-
derstand and comprehend its content, thus protecting their fundamental rights and re-
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cognizing the legal capacity of both in similar conditions as other people (Poder Judicial 
del Perú, 2015). 

In Argentina, a ruling of the Civil, Commercial and Family Court of 4th Nomination 
of Villa María, Province of Córdoba, in 2017, also incorporates within the ruling a section 
in a clear and elemental language where it is explained to a 45-year-old woman about 
the declaration of incapacity due to mental health impairment and why she will be hos-
pitalized and will be restricted to carry out legal acts alone or independently because if 
she wishes, these must be celebrated under support systems (Gralewski, 2017).  

In this court ruling, after informing the woman where she would be interned and 
making it clear that her relatives could visit her there, the magistrate tells her in simple 
language that if she needs anything, she can ask the people in the home or her relatives 
and that can also ask to speak to a lawyer or the Judge, in case she has any doubts about 
her process.  

Finally, in the Colombian case, the Eighth Review Chamber of the Constitutional 
Court, considering that the actor in the process is a minor, decided to write a summary 
of the issue addressed to the child in an easily understandable language to communicate 
the decision to protect his rights (García, 2022). In this specific case, the eight-year-old 
child requested, through an unofficial agency, the protection of his fundamental rights 
to social security to live with dignity. The request for protection was motivated by the 
defendant’s refusal, Seguros Alfa S. A., to change the bank account in which the survi-
vor’s pension of the child’s mother, who had died in 2015, was deposited. Pension to which 
the child is entitled according to Colombian legislation, but this money was deposited 
in a bank account of the child’s father, who is deprived of liberty to pay a court convic-
tion for sexual abuse of the minor and without delivering the alimony quota, nor any 
sum of money destined to the child’s maintenance, which had as origin the pension of 
his mother. 

Thus, Ruling T-262 (Corte Constitucional, 2022) restores the human character of the 
High Courts, the assurance and guarantee of the fundamental rights of children and 
adolescents, allowing them to participate from an early age in matters or decisions in 
which they are involved. In addition, the Constitutional Court makes known to all chil-
dren and adolescents in Colombia that their rights must be protected, that no one can 
harm them and that the people in charge of their care must do everything to make them 
happy. Undoubtedly, with this ruling, the Constitutional Court sets a precedent in how 
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decisions made by administrative and judicial authorities are made known, not only to 
children and adolescents but to the entire population in general. 

The unofficial agency in the constitutional action 
In the constitutional judgment, the intervention of the Family Commissioner of Pe-

reira, Risaralda, in her capacity as unofficial agent, is mentioned concerning the plain-
tiff. This circumstance is highly relevant since the judgment under review reiterates the 
role of the unofficial agent, both in the narration of the facts and in the petition inclu-
ded in the constitutional action.  

The quality of the Family Commissioner as an unofficial agent specifies him as a 
person with technical and professional qualities for the defense of the minor. We must 
remember that the Code of Childhood and Adolescence states in Article 86 that one of the 
functions of the Commissioner is to attend to the children about reestablishing their 
rights (Law 1098; Congreso de Colombia, 2006).  

Article 10 of Decree 2591 (Presidencia de la República de Colombia, 1991), concer-
ning this legal institution, allows, in turn, the intervention of the unofficial agent in the 
Tutela constitutional action when the holder of the same is not in conditions to promote 
his defense, a circumstance that we can see reiterated when the Constitutional Court in 
Ruling T-072 (Corte Constitucional de la República de Colombia, 2019), states that the 
unofficial agent to act on behalf of another, must comply with two requirements such as 
1) state it in the request and 2) that the holder of the right cannot do it by himself due 
to physical or mental circumstances.  

If we go to the general concept of unofficial agent, Azula (2016), Díaz (2008), and 
Tamayo (2004), understand it as the acting of a person on behalf of another without ha-
ving received a mandate or power. Also, article 2304 of Law 84 (Congreso de Colombia, 
1873), which established the Colombian Civil Code, states that unofficial agency is exerci-
sed with a lack of mandate expressly agreed by the parties. 

The intervention of the unofficial agent in the Colombian General Code of Process ins-
tituted by Law 1564 (Congreso de Colombia, 2012) allowed for both to file and to answer 
the claim; however, requires the ratification of the person by whom it was acted within 
the following thirty (30) days, under penalty of some consequences, such as the termina-
tion of the process for the one who presents it or to be understood as not answered the 
claim (Meza-Godoy et al., 2021). 
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The relevance of this issue stems from the unique and widespread protection affor-
ded to minors under the Political Constitution of Colombia (Asamblea Nacional Consti-
tuyente, 1991). In this case, the Family Commissioner acted as an unofficial agent in the 
constitutional tutelage action without requiring ratification. With qualifications and 
knowledge in constitutional and legal terms regarding the rights of minors, one can ef-
fectively argue for the protection of their fundamental rights. This action can result in a 
technically sound ruling, yet empathetic towards the rights of the minor. The language 
used in the final part of the ruling should be simplified for better understanding.  

This final part is significant because the judges understand in this ruling that the 
claims or rights incorporated in a Tutela constitutional action are of the parties and not of 
the lawyers or their representatives; in that sense, who should mainly understand the ratio 
decidendi is the actor, the holder of the right independent of the third party that in this 
case is called unofficial agent, and who structured in a technical way the constitutional 
claim, deriving in plausible protection of the adequate judicial protection of the minor.  

It should be noted that the ratio decidendi in terms of López (2019) should be unders-
tood as «those sections of the judgment that, after full consideration by the Court based 
on the accused rules, keep the unity of meaning, are inseparably linked, with the dispo-
sitive or resolutive part of the judgment» (p. 224). Such a statement becomes a vital ele-
ment of the ruling and the understanding of the recognized right above the obiter dictum 
that is also part of the judgment.  

The expression obiter dictum designates all those passages of the judgments in which, 
by the argumentative abundance of the jurisprudential law, things are said in passing or 
incidentally, without constituting the core of the legal issue that is being resolved, i.e., 
the obiter dictum is an auxiliary, non-binding criterion. At the same time, the ratio deci-
dendi is part of the ruling that becomes the indispensable basis of the decisum or resolu-
tive part of the sentence.  

For all of the above, if the Judge of the Republic approaches the ratio decidendi to the 
plaintiff in the constitutional action, establishing an understandable communication to 
the plaintiff, we highlight the role of the Constitutional Jurisdiction as protector of 
Fundamental Rights, even more so in the presence of prevalent rights such as that of 
children as mentioned in Art. 44 of the Political Constitution (Asamblea Nacional Consti-
tuyente, 1991). 
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Easy-to-understand ruling: A fundamental right of 
children and adolescents 

Article 3, paragraph 1 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child enshrines the Prin-
ciple of the Best Interest of the Child, one of the guiding principles regarding the rights 
of children and adolescents. It enjoys international recognition, is universal, and is the-
refore considered a general principle of law (Cavallo, 2008). This article of the Conventi-
on on the Rights of the Child aims to ensure that the principle of the child’s best interests 
is observed in all judicial decisions and administrative measures involving children and 
adolescents. Their best interests must prevail over any other that may arise (Hernández 
& Romero, 2019; Ravetllat & Pinochet, 2015). 

The application of this principle ensures the enjoyment of the rights of children and 
adolescents, which must be applied in all matters where a child is involved, regardless of 
whether it is an administrative or judicial matter or whether it is a case of criminal, civil, 
family or administrative law since all operators must resolve and guide their decision 
according to what is in the best interest of the child (López-Contreras, 2015; Ravetllat-
Ballesté, 2016). 

The child’s best interest is a legal right protected by the legal system, which also 
contemplates children’s right to be heard and express their opinions freely on all matters 
affecting them (Arrieta-López & Carrasquilla-Díaz, 2021; Gómez-Urrutia & Jiménez-Fi-
gueroa, 2015; Guerrero, 2002). 

Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child recognizes the right of children 
and adolescents to express their opinions freely, in harmony with their age and degree of 
maturity, guaranteeing the child’s participation in decisions. This right is based on the 
argument that children and adolescents are persons, giving them the right to participate 
in decisions that affect their lives (Arrieta-López et al., 2019; Durán-Strauch, 2017; Her-
nández & Chumaceiro, 2019). 

The participation of the different actors in society has evolved. In today’s societies, 
the constant recognition of the fundamental rights of some minorities that had histori-
cally been ignored, excluded, or not recognized as subjects of law stands out, among 
which stand out people with diverse abilities, members of the LGTBIQ+ community, 
victims of the armed conflict and children and adolescents, who are also considered sub-
jects of special constitutional protection in the Colombian judicial system (Arrieta-Ló-
pez, 2022; Martin et al., 2022). 
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For this reason, the Constitutional Court of Colombia, as guarantor of the protection 
of the fundamental rights of children and adolescents, through numerous rulings, has 
guaranteed the effective enjoyment of their fundamental rights, such as health, educati-
on, free development of personality, and dignified life, among others. 

However, we cannot ignore that the technical language used in the drafting of these 
judgments, on many occasions, makes it difficult to understand when the parties invol-
ved in the process do not have prior legal knowledge or any professional training in dis-
ciplines such as law, thus limiting adequate access to justice and ignoring the right of all 
persons to know the scope of judicial decisions, especially in those matters in which a 
child or adolescent is involved. 

Easy-to-understand judicial decisions are a novel mechanism. Through simple com-
munication, they interpret and explain the decisions made by the Judge within a judicial 
process, thus guaranteeing the right to due process to adequate judicial protection. On 
the other hand, it restores the human factor in legal practice by adapting the ruling to 
the parties’ particular circumstances in litigation (García, 2022). Calcaneo (2021) defines 
this type of ruling as a way of judicially resolving a process that seeks to guarantee the 
participation of children and adolescents when it affects their legal sphere. 

It is also understood that easy-to-read judicial decisions are the means of access to 
justice that people have and allow them to participate in society actively (Valdivia, 
2020). De la Cabada (2021) mentions that the wording of judgments must be suitable so 
that the meaning of the decision is easily understood by anyone unfamiliar with legal 
language, avoiding excessive transcriptions and unnecessary data.  

The Argentinian Political Constitution enshrines the right to due process, which 
refers to the power that individuals have to exercise their defense within a judicial pro-
cess; in this order of ideas, one cannot speak of adequate access to justice when people 
do not know clearly and simply what their rights and obligations are within a process 
(González, 2018). 

It is essential to mention that although this is a new figure in the Colombian judicial 
system in countries such as Mexico, Peru, and Argentina, it has already been implemen-
ted for several years, more precisely in the last decade. 

Undoubtedly, with Ruling T-262 (Corte Constitucional, 2022), a precedent is set in 
the way in which judicial decisions are made known to children and adolescents in our 
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country, as it ensures that the decision taken by the Judge of the Republic is easily un-
derstood and brings judges and persons of special constitutional protection even closer. 

This way of deciding must become a duty, which is included in articles 4, 12, 13, and 
17 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child that Colombia approved by Law 12 (Con-
greso de Colombia, 1991). Similarly, we can see it in other decisions, such as General 
Comment n.º 12 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, which defends the right 
of children and adolescents to consider issues that concern or affect them (Lozano, 2022). 
This Committee has been evident in stating that States Parties must ensure that the 
child is heard and that when he/she participates in a judicial process, he/she receives 
precise information about how his/her participation will take place, its scope, and pos-
sible consequences. In testifying in any judicial process, the child must have information 
appropriate to his age and degree of discernment, avoiding making him feel disoriented 
or guilty of a situation he did not create (Gralewski, 2017). 

Currently, in Colombia is under study by the Congress, the Project of Law 089 whe-
reby the Format of Easy to Read Rulings is established, and other provisions are issued, 
which aims to positivize the right to know in a clear, express, and precise way the judi-
cial decisions, however, the Ruling T-262 (Corte Constitucional, 2022), we could unders-
tand it as a significant precedent to the issuance of such rule. 

The starting point of this law is that judges and administrative authorities cannot 
express themselves as the standard population does, which creates an obstacle to unders-
tanding their decisions, thus preventing democratic participation and the materializati-
on of rights. For this reason, the articles of Project of Law 089 seek to implement rulings 
in direct, simple, and precise language (Céspedes-Báez, 2022). 

Methodological aspects of easy-to-understand         
judicial rulings 

The Constitutional Court of Colombia issues two types of judgments; the first is the 
so-called Constitutional Judgments, which are those in charge of ensuring constitutional 
supremacy, i.e., that no lower-ranking norm contradicts the constitutional mandates. 
Second, the tutela judgments aim to determine whether the matter to be dealt with viola-
tes or threatens a fundamental right. The drafting of this type of ruling begins by iden-
tifying the parties (plaintiff and defendant), mentioning the relevant facts and the legal 
problem, specifying whether the violation of the right is due to an action or omission of 
the defendant, stating the fundamental right that the court will study, the quality of the 
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person filing the action is identified, that is, if it is a person in a situation of vulnerabi-
lity, the rules, and principles that the Judge will apply to solve the legal problem and the 
reasons that motivated the Constitutional Court to make the decision are specified (Pu-
lido, 2008). 

In the form of a traditional ruling, which incorporates a section containing the 
summary of the decision for the child, the Constitutional Court exceptionally explains, 
in clear and straightforward language, the decisions taken concerning the case of Ruling 
T-262 (Corte Constitucional, 2022). 

This section begins by explaining to the child what the Constitutional Court is, how 
it is formed, and its function to protect the rights of children and adolescents in Co-
lombia. They also make it clear to the child that they are aware of his situation and state 
that they know that his grandparents are in charge of his custody and of the episodes of 
abuse to which his biological father subjected him. 

They continue telling the child that although his mother is not with him, they know 
that she left him some money, coming from the survivor’s pension so that he could cover 
his basic needs, such as studying, eating, playing, and having fun. However, since he was 
not receiving this money, this group of judges would make decisions to protect the right 
to receive the money left to him by his mother, who died in a traffic accident in 2015. 

Also, it is made clear to the child that the money will be received by his grand-
mother, who will administer it until he reaches the age of majority in Colombia, which 
is 18 years old. In addition, it is made clear to him that it is okay for him to live with the 
people who are currently in charge of his custody and that another judge will be in char-
ge of deciding if he will see his father again, clarifying the child that he will have the op-
portunity to determine whether or not he wants this meeting. On the other hand, it 
mentions to the child that the Family Commissioner’s Office, who acted as an unofficial 
agent in the Tutela constitutional action, will look after him and provide him with 
anything he may need. 

Finally, the Constitutional Court closes this intervention, thanking the child for his 
courage and telling him that it is essential for them to know what he feels, his worries 
and fears, stressing that at all times and places, he can ask for respect from all the people 
around him and that they cannot harm him, they have the responsibility to do everything 
possible for him to be a happy child. This strong affirmation will indeed remain in the 
heart of the child protagonist of this case, just as the powerful anonymous phrase states: 
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«Whoever writes in the heart of a child writes for life». Thus, it is clear that easily un-
derstandable rulings should be adopted in all judicial proceedings so that all the legal 
subjects know the decisions that affect them.  

We can affirm, then, that legal texts or writings are not easy to read, and being a 
fundamental right to have all the information within a judicial process, if the judicial 
operators do not fulfill this right, it could entail some responsibility to the State (Rosit-
to, 2015).  

Legal professionals can write documents using technical terms due to the training 
given in undergraduate programs at all universities worldwide (Abdel-Wahab, 2012). 
However, not all can translate or explain this technical language to legal subjects who do 
not know this discipline. It must be acknowledged that the elaborate legal language, te-
chnical terms, and the textual citation of laws and judgments are the bread and butter 
of legal documents. For this reason, judgments should be written in simple words, res-
pecting the necessary technical language, but understandable to all citizens, without the 
need for prior knowledge of the law (García, 2022). 

Discussion 
The role of the unofficial agent in Tutela’s constitutional actions becomes of utmost 

relevance by allowing third parties who do not represent the holder of the right to act 
on their behalf to protect their fundamental rights, provided that they cannot do it alo-
ne. This procedural figure is devoid of ratification as it occurs in the General Code of 
the Process to file or answer the claim, a fact understood by the altruistic umbrella and 
protection of fundamental rights, predicating the constitutional action of Tutela. 

The fundamental right that all children and adolescents have to know the stages and 
judicial decisions of the processes in which they are part must be extended to all matters 
in which they intervene. That is to say, not only should easy-to-read legal rulings derived 
from a judicial process be issued, but also in the administrative processes of restitution 
of rights carried out by the Family Police Stations and in the adoption processes carried 
out by the Colombian Institute of Family Welfare (Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar 
Familiar), the right to information of children and adolescents should be guaranteed, 
issuing administrative acts that are easy to read and understand, adjusted to the dis-
cernment capacity of the child or adolescent. 
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Easy-to-read and understand rulings significantly impact society since they guaran-
tee the protection of the right to information of the vulnerable population, materialize 
citizen participation and return the human character to the operators in charge of ad-
ministering justice, circumstances that strengthen the construction of the social fabric. 

Our study, Easily understandable court rulings for children and adolescents in vulnerable 
situations, shares similarities with and diverges from several key works and judicial prac-
tices across Latin America, as identified in the introduction. The essence of this manus-
cript echoes the pioneering efforts of Mexico, Peru, Argentina, and Colombia in crafting 
judiciary decisions that cater to the understanding of minors, a reflection of a broader 
continental move towards more inclusive legal practices. 

Similar to the efforts in Mexico and subsequent initiatives in Peru and Argentina, 
this work underscores the transformative power of easy-to-understand rulings in safe-
guarding children’s rights to information and participation in legal processes. These efforts 
resonate with our findings on the pivotal role of the unofficial agent in tutela’s constitu-
tional actions, ensuring that minors are not just passive subjects of the legal system but 
active participants whose rights are protected and their voices heard. 

The distinct approach taken by Colombia’s Constitutional Court, as discussed in 
our analysis, to issue a child-friendly summary of Ruling T-262 (Corte Constitucional, 
2022) parallels the initiatives in the countries mentioned above, demonstrating a shared 
recognition of the need for the justice system to be accessible and understandable to 
minors. This landmark decision underscores the importance of such measures in 
strengthening social fabric and sets a precedent for other jurisdictions to follow. 

However, this study diverges in its comprehensive examination of the role of the 
unofficial agent within the Colombian legal framework, a facet less explored in the 
comparative cases. The absence of a requirement for ratification by the beneficiary in 
the tutelar’s constitutional actions, as observed in Colombia, presents a unique mecha-
nism that, while sharing the altruistic spirit of protecting fundamental rights seen in 
other Latin American practices, introduces an innovative aspect of legal guardianship 
and representation. 
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