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RESUMEN

El alcoholismo se ha asociado a dificultades en la cognicion social,
y el consumo agudo de alcohol ha sido vinculado con déficits en
la empatia, pero son escasos los estudios dirigidos a delinear los
procesos afectivo-cognitivos basicos que podrian encontrarse en la
base de esas relaciones. En este trabajo nos propusimos analizar
los procesos mediadores de la relacion entre consumo de alcohol,
alcoholismo y cognicion social. Realizamos una revision de estudios
publicados desde el afio 2000, a partir de busquedas en el google
académico con los términos en inglés: alcohol consumption; alco-
holism; social cognition; empathy, y; theory of mind (TOM), ingresa-
dos de a pares. Considerando que la empatia depende, en parte, del
procesamiento en la corteza prefrontal (CPF) (Decety, 2011), y que
las tareas centrales de TOM incluyen componentes ejecutivos (Aran
Filippetti et al., 2012), los déficits en la cognicién social durante la
intoxicacion alcohdlica y en el alcoholismo podrian explicarse por
la vulnerabilidad especifica de la CPF a los efectos neurotoxicos
del alcohol, que afecta el funcionamiento ejecutivo. En esta direc-
cion, las investigaciones que analizan los cambios anatomicos y
funcionales del cerebro en pacientes alcohdlicos evidencian una
afectacion particular de la CPF (Moselhy et al., 2001).
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ABSTRACT

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION AND DEFICITS IN SOCIAL COGNITION: THE
MEDIATING ROLE OF EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS

Alcoholism has been related with problems in social cognition,
and acute alcohol consumption has been linked to deficits in em-
pathy, but there are few studies aimed at delineating the basic
affective-cognitive processes that could be found at the base of
these relationships. In this paper we set out to analyze the media-
ting processes of the relationship between alcohol consumption,
alcoholism and social cognition. We conducted a review of studies
published since 2000, based on searches in the academic google
made with pairs of the following terms: alcohol; alcoholism; social
cognition; empathy; and theory of mind (TOM). Whereas empathy
depends, in part, on processing in the prefrontal cortex (PFC) (De-
cety, 2011), and that the central tasks of TOM include executive
components (Aran Filippetti et al., 2012), deficits in social cognition
during alcohol intoxication and alcoholism could be explained by
the specific vulnerability of the PFC to the neurotoxic effects of
alcohol, which affects executive functioning. In this direction, re-

searchs that analyze the anatomical and functional changes of the
brain in alcoholic patients show a particular affectation of the PFC
(Moselhy et al., 2001).
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