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PSICOLOGIA DE LA RELIGION Y NEUROTEOLOGIA:
OBJETO, PROBLEMAS Y CONTROVERSIAS

Quian, Maria Del Rosario; Carreira Caro, Candela; Echague, Emmanuel
Universidad de Buenos Aires. Facultad de Psicologia. Argentina

RESUMEN

El trabajo presenta una resefia de temas y problemas de psicologia
de la religion y neuroteologia. La primera refiere a la dimension
psicoldgica de la experiencia religiosa; la ultima, a la neurolégi-
ca. Se asume un énfasis tedrico ordenador centrado en identificar
problemas conceptuales para esbozar teorizaciones contribuyen-
tes. Se discuten estas tematicas: variedades de la experiencia re-
ligiosa y su caracter evolutivo; el problema de la fe; correlaciones
ilusorias; tesis sobre neuroquimica y realidad; estados alterados de
conciencia (ASC); fundamentos de la neuroteologia; ntcleo accum-
bens , dopamina y opiaceos en los ASC; neurociencia y meditacion;
neuroquimica de alucinégenos y empatogenos; neuropatologia de
vivencias misticas como unidad universal, despersonalizacion bea-
tifica, desdoblamiento y autoobservacion y voces religiosas; neu-
rofisiologia de experiencias cercanas a la muerte; relaciones entre
epilepsia, esquizofrenia y misticismo. Se formulan variaciones al
experimento imaginario del “Casco de Dios” (Golombek ). Se amplia
la tesis sobre correlaciones ilusorias y agentes. Se desarrolla una
tesis sobre memoria inmanente y el sentimiento de presencia Dios.
Se desarrolla la nocion de omnisciencia psicoldgica. Se relaciona la
teoria de la mente con la atribucién de deidades omniscientes. Se
teoriza sobre comunicacion imaginaria con deidades. Finalmente,
se desarrollan teorizaciones sobre experiencias misticas, distin-
guiendo factores personales, contextuales y disparadores.
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ABSTRACT

PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION AND NEUROTHEOLOGY: OBJECT,
PROBLEMS AND CONTROVERSIES

This study shows a review of issues and problems of psychology of
the religion and neurotheology. The first refers to the psychological
dimension of religious experience; the last one, to the neurological
one. It assumes a computer theoretical emphasis focused on iden-
tifying conceptual problems to outline contributing theories. These
are discussed thematic: varieties of religious experience and their
evolutionary character; the problem of faith; illusory correlations;
thesis on neurochemistry and reality; altered states of conscious-
ness (ASC); the foundations of neurotheology; nucleus accumbens,
dopamine and opiates in ASCs; neuroscience and meditation; neu-
rochemistry of hallucinogens and empathogens; neuropathology of
mystical experiences as a universal unit, beatific depersonalization,
unfolding and self-observation and voices religious; neurophysiolo-
gy of near-death experiences; relations between epilepsy, schizo-

phrenia and mysticism. Variations to the “God Helmet” (Golombek)
imaginary experiment were designed. The thesis is expands on illu-
sory correlations and agents. A thesis on immanent memory and the
feeling of God’s presence. The notion of psychological omniscience
is expounded. The theory of the mind is related to the attribution of
omniscient deities. Theories about communication imaginary with
deities are developed. Finally, theories about mystical experiences
are mentioned, distinguishing personal, contextual and triggers.
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