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MODULACION DEL PROCESAMIENTO SUBLIMINAL
EN BASE A LA RELACION SEMANTICA ENTRE LOS
ESTIMULOS Y EL EFECTO PRIMING DE CONGRUENCIA

Embon, lair; Bruno, Nicolas Marcelo; Diaz Rivera, Mariano Nicolas; Giménez, Leandro Julian; Andreau,

Jorge Mario; lorio, Alberto
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RESUMEN

A través del paradigma de priming enmascarado, se ha demostra-
do que los estimulos subliminales pueden ser procesados a nivel
semantico. Esto significa que la categorizacion semantica de un
estimulo percibido conscientemente, es facilitada por otro estimulo
no percibido conscientemente (subliminal). Cuando esa facilitacion
ocurre entre los pares de estimulos congruentes (misma categoria)
con respecto a pares incongruentes (distinta categoria), se deno-
mina “efecto priming de congruencia”. Estudios recientes han ob-
servado que, independientemente de la pertenencia a una misma
categoria, la fuerza de la relacion semantica entre los estimulos es
de fundamental importancia. No obstante, no se ha indagado si esa
fuerza en la relacion influye también en la duracion del efecto pri-
ming. El objetivo de este estudio sera observar si la relacion seman-
tica (pares fuertemente relacionados vs débilmente relacionados)
tiene efectos en la duracion del priming. Para eso, se manipulara la
relacion semantica (fuerte-débil) y el tiempo que transcurre desde
la presentacion del estimulo facilitador hasta la aparicion del esti-
mulo sobre el que se responde. Los resultados obtenidos aportaran
informacion valiosa acerca de los alcances del procesamiento se-
mantico a nivel subliminal.
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ABSTRACT

SEMANTIC RELATEDNESS MODULATION OVER SUBLIMINAL PRO-
CESSING AND THE CONGRUENCY PRIMING EFFECT

Using the masked priming paradigm, some research studies have
observed that the processing of subliminal stimuli could reach a
semantic level. This means that the semantic categorization of a
consciously perceived stimulus is facilitated by another stimulus
that is not consciously perceived (subliminal). When this facilitation
occurs between congruent pairs of stimuli (from the same cate-
gory) and does not occur between incongruent pairs (from diffe-
rent categories), it is called the ‘congruency priming effect’. Other
investigations have found that, despite the congruency between
stimuli, the semantic strength between the two stimuli of a pair is
essential. Nevertheless, it has not been looked into the influence of
the semantic strength over the duration of the priming effect. The
goal of this study is to observe if the semantic relatedness (strongly
and weakly related pairs) could also modulate the duration of the

effect. To accomplish this, both the semantic relatedness (strong
and weak) and the time that elapses from the presentation of the
prime stimulus to the presentation of the stimulus which has to
be categorized (called SOA, stimulus onset asynchrony) will vary.
The results will provide valuable information about the scope of the
semantic processing at a subliminal level.
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