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Resumen

Los estudios sobre comprension han sido numerosos particular-
mente en textos narrativos y sugieren que los enunciados que tie-
nen mas conexiones causales son mejor recordados que aquellos
que tienen menos (Trabasso & Sperry, 1985; van den Broek, 2010;
Cevasco & van der Broek, 2008). La comprension de ironia también
ha sido ampliamente estudiada a fin de establecer si la busqueda
del sentido literal, durante la lectura, se produce en paralelo con la
blsqueda del sentido figurado. Katz y cols. (2010) han descubier-
to evidencia en favor de la teoria de la satisfaccion de restriccion
(constraint-satisfaction). Las restricciones son recursos de infor-
macion lingliistica y extralingliistica presentes en el contexto que
brindan apoyo probabilistico para interpretaciones competidoras,
es decir, la literal y la metaférica, y que pueden aumentar o dismi-
nuir la activacion de una u otra durante el procesamiento. En este
estudio, nos proponemos examinar la contribucion que la conectivi-
dad causal de los enunciados puede hacer a la deteccion de ironia
por parte de estudiantes universitarios: si los enunciados que tienen
una mayor cantidad de conexiones causales son considerados ir6-
nicos en mayor medida que aquellos que tienen menos conexiones
causales, durante la lectura de historias breves.
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Abstract

THE ROLE OF THE CAUSAL CONNECTIVITY OF THE STATEMENTS IN
THE COMPREHENSION OF IRONY

Studies on discourse comprehension have tended to focus on nar-
rative texts, and have suggested that statements that have many
causal connections are better recalled than those with fewer caus-
al connections (Trabasso & Sperry, 1985; van den Broek, 2010;
Cevasco & van der Broek, 2008). The comprehension of irony has
also been studied, with the aim of establishing whether the search
of the literal meaning of a statement is completed before or at the
same time that the reader is searching for the figurative meaning.
Katz et al. (2010) have found evidence that supports the Constraint
Satisfaction Theory. Constraints are contextual linguistic and extra-
linguistc resources that provide probabilistic support for competing
interpretations, that is, the literal and metaphorical intepretation,
and that can increase or decrease the activation of one or the other
during discourse processing. In this study, we aim to examine the
contribution that the causal connectivity of the statements can
make to the detection of irony by undergraduate students. That is,
whether those statements which have more causal connections are
considered more ironic than those that have fewer causal connec-
tions, during the reading of short stories.
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