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RESUMEN

Estudios previos sobre la caracterizacion de una res-
puesta instrumental simple en sapos, permitieron ob-
servar que luego de 15 dias de adquisicion, los anima-
les retenian dicha respuesta al menos durante un perio-
do de intervalo de 7 dias. La situacion de entrenamien-
to consistié en una tarea de corredor recto. Este apara-
to tiene una caja de salida, conectada por un pasillo a
una caja meta, donde se colocaba agua como reforza-
dor. Se registré el tiempo que tardaban los animales en
alcanzar la caja meta desde la caja de salida. Luego de
una fase de adquisicion, se intercald un periodo fijo de
7 dias sin entrenamiento (periodo de retencion) seguido
de una fase de extincion. Para evaluar la tasa de reten-
cion de la respuesta se calcul6 la diferencia entre el
tiempo de recorrido del ultimo dia de adquisicion y el
primero de extincion. A partir de los trabajos anteriores,
se realizaron dos experimentos: Exp.1, donde se mani-
puld la duracion de la adquisicion (5 vs. 15 dias), y
Exp.2, donde se vario el tiempo de reforzamiento (600
vs. 30 segundos de acceso a agua). Se observaron di-
ferencias significativas en la retencion al manipularse la
magnitud del refuerzo, pero no con la duracion de la ad-
quisicion.
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ABSTRACT

EFFECTS OF THE MAGNITUDE OF REINFORCEMENT
AND THE DURATION OF THE ACQUISITION ON THE
RETENTION OF AN INSTRUMENTAL LEARNING
TASK IN THE AMPHIBIAN RHINELLA ARENARUM
Previous studies on the characterization of a simple in-
strumental response in toads, allowed observing that af-
ter 15 days of acquisition, animals retained such re-
sponse at least for a period of 7 days interval. The train-
ing situation consisted of a runway task. This device has
a start box, connected by a straight hall to a goal box,
where water was administered as reinforcer. It was re-
corded the time that animals spent to reach the goal box
from the start box. After an acquisition phase, was insert-
ed a fixed period of 7 days without training (retention pe-
riod) followed by an extinction phase. To evaluate the re-

tention rate of the response was calculated the difference
between the running time of the last day of acquisition
and the first one of extinction. Taking into account previ-
ous work, two experiments were conducted: Exp.1, which
manipulated the duration of acquisition (5 vs. 15 days),
and Exp.2, which varied the time of reinforcement (600
vs. 30 seconds of access to water). Significant differenc-
es in retention were observed for the magnitude of rein-
forcement, but not for the duration of the acquisition.
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