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RESUMEN

TRAUMA Y VIOLENCIA SEXUAL EN PACIENTES  
MUJERES CON CRISIS EPILÉPTICAS Y CRISIS 
FUNCIONALES/DISOCIATIVAS
Lanzillotti, Alejandra Inés
CONICET - Universidad de Buenos Aires. Facultad de Psicología. Buenos Aires, Argentina.

RESUMEN
Las crisis epilépticas (CE) son descargas neuronales anormales 
que interrumpen la actividad eléctrica del cerebro. En cambio, 
las crisis funcionales/disociativas (CFD) son eventos episódicos, 
involuntarios y repentinos con manifestaciones motoras, senso-
riales, mentales o autonómicas, diagnosticados tras descartar 
causas médicas. Este estudio analiza una muestra de 95 muje-
res (50 con CE y 45 con CFD) atendidas en hospitales públicos 
de Buenos Aires. Tras firmar un consentimiento informado, las 
participantes completaron cuestionarios sociodemográficos y 
entrevistas clínicas semiestructuradas. Al analizar los resultados 
en cada grupo diagnóstico, se encontró una mayor proporción 
de trauma en mujeres con CFD (80% frente a 30%), destacan-
do el trauma por violencia sexual (VS) como el más prevalente 
(40% frente a 10%). En ambos grupos, la VS se asoció signi-
ficativamente con el estrés postraumático y antecedentes de 
intentos de suicidio. En mujeres con CE, la VS también se asoció 
con antecedentes de internación psiquiátrica y consumo de psi-
cofármacos. Estos resultados subrayan las graves implicaciones 
de la VS para la salud mental de las mujeres y resaltan la impor-
tancia de un enfoque preventivo para mitigar sus efectos.
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ABSTRACT
TRAUMA AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN FEMALE PATIENTS WITH 
EPILEPTIC SEIZURES AND FUNCTIONAL/DISOCIATIVE SEIZURES
Epileptic seizures (ES) are abnormal neuronal discharges that 
disrupt the brain’s electrical activity. In contrast, functional/dis-
sociative seizures (FDS) are episodic, involuntary, and sudden 
events with motor, sensory, mental, or autonomic manifestations, 
diagnosed after ruling out medical causes. This study analyzes 
a sample of 95 women (50 with ES and 45 with FDS) treated in 
public hospitals in Buenos Aires. After signing informed consent, 
the participants completed sociodemographic questionnaires 
and semi-structured clinical interviews. Analyzing the results 
in each diagnostic group, a higher proportion of trauma was 
found in women with FDS (80% vs. 30%), highlighting sexual 
violence (SV) as the most prevalent trauma (40% vs. 10%). In 

both groups, SV was significantly associated with post-traumat-
ic stress and a history of suicide attempts. In women with ES, SV 
was also associated with a history of psychiatric hospitalization 
and psychotropic drug use. These results underscore the severe 
implications of SV for women’s mental health and highlight the 
importance of a preventive approach to mitigate its effects.

Keywords
Dissociative functional seizures - Epileptic seizures - Trauma - 
Sexual violence - Women

BIBLIOGRAFÍA
Asadi-Pooya, A., & Bahrami, Z. (2019). Sexual abuse and psychogenic 

nonepileptic seizures. Neurological Sciences, 1-4. https://doi.org/ 

10.1007/s10072-019-03887-3

Dickinson, P., & Looper, K. J. (2012). Psychogenic nonepileptic seizures: 

a current overview. Epilepsia, 53(10), 1679-1689. https://doi.org/ 

10.1111/j.1528-1167.2012.03606.x

Fiszman, A., Alves-Leon, S. V., Nunes, R. G., D’Andrea, I., & Figueira, I. 

(2004). Traumatic events and posttraumatic stress disorder in pa-

tients with psychogenic nonepileptic seizures: a critical review. 

Epilepsy & Behavior; 5(6), 818-825. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ye-

beh.2004.09.002 

Myers, L., Perrine, K., Lancman, M., Fleming, M., & Lancman, M. (2013). 

Psychological trauma in patients with psychogenic nonepileptic sei-

zures: Trauma characteristics and those who develop PTSD. Epilepsy & 

Behavior, 28(1), 121-126. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.yebeh.2013.03.033

Myers, L., Trobliger, R., Bortnik, K., & Lancman, M. (2018). Are there 

gender differences in those diagnosed with psychogenic nonepi-

leptic seizures? Epilepsy & Behavior, 78, 161-165. https://doi.

org/10.1016/j.yebeh.2017.10.019

Nimmo-Smith, V., Brugha, T. S., Kerr, M. P., McManus, S., & Rai, D. (2016). 

Discrimination, domestic violence, abuse, and other adverse life 

events in people with epilepsy: Population-based study to assess 

the burden of these events and their contribution to psychopatholo-

gy. Epilepsia, 57(11), 1870-1878. https://doi.org/10.1111/epi.13561

Rosenberg, H. J., Rosenberg, S. D., Williamson, P. D., & Wolford, G. L. 

(2000). A Comparative Study of Trauma and Posttraumatic Stress Di-

sorder Prevalence in Epilepsy Patients and Psychogenic Nonepileptic 

Seizure Patients. Epilepsia, 41(4), 447-452. https://doi.org/10.1111/j. 

1528-1157.2000.tb00187.x



CONGRESO - MEMORIAS 2024. ISSN 2618-2238 | Universidad de Buenos Aires. Facultad de Psicología
Artículo de acceso abierto bajo la licencia Creative Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 Internacional

230

RESUMEN

Thomas, A. A., Preston, J., Scott, R. C., & Bujarski, K. A. (2013). Diagno-

sis of probable psychogenic nonepileptic seizures in the outpatient 

clinic: Does gender matter? Epilepsy & Behavior, 29(2), 295-297. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.yebeh.2013.08.006

Yang, T., Roberts, C., Winton-Brown, T., Lloyd, M., Kwan, P., O’Brien, T. 

J., Velakoulis, D., Rayner, G., & Malpas, C. B. (2022). Childhood 

trauma in patients with epileptic vs nonepileptic seizures. Epilep-

sia, 64(1), 184-195. https://doi.org/10.1111/epi.17449


