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RESUMEN

La discriminacion de actitudes humanas estables es un requisito
para la cooperacion entre perros y personas. Se comparo el des-
empeno de los perros frente a un cooperador que le daba acceso a
la comida y un experimentador egoista que le quitaba el alimento.
Luego éstos podian elegir a qué persona pedir comida. Los resulta-
dos mostraron que discriminan al cooperador del egoista, pero lue-
go de muchos ensayos de entrenamiento, ya que deben diferenciar
las actitudes y hacer un reconocimiento individual de cada persona
para poder asociarla a cada actitud. La diferencia de género entre
los experimentadores favorece esta discriminacion. El objetivo del
presente trabajo fue evaluar a los perros de refugio, con escaso
contacto social con la gente, en esta misma tarea. Los resultados
muestran que los perros de refugio discriminan las actitudes huma-
nas de modo similar a los de familia. Esto sugiere que los animales
aprenden esta respuesta durante el experimento, sin importar las
experiencias previas. La capacidad de los perros de distinguir a
personas con mas propension a ayudarlos seria vital para la obten-
cion de recursos valiosos.
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ABSTRACT

CAN DOGS DISCRIMINATE HUMAN ATTITUDES?

Discrimination of stable human attitudes is a requirement for coo-
peration between species. The reaction of dogs to a cooperative
person who gives food and a selfish one to take off the reward
were assessed. After that, dogs can choose one of the experimen-
ters. Results showed that dogs were able to discriminate between
people after several training trials. Probably this is a difficult task
because includes, not only the discrimination of attitudes, but also
the individual recognition of each experimenter and the association
between an attitude with one particular human. Gender differences
improved the performance in this situation. The objective was to
evaluate shelter dogs, with scarce contact with people, in the same
task. Results showed that shelter dogs have the ability to discrimi-
nate between a cooperative and a selfish human in a similar way as
pet dogs. This data indicates that dogs learn the attitudes during the
task regardless of the level of social contact with humans and the
previous reinforcement history. The ability to distinguish between
human attitudes could be relevant to obtain valuable resources in
the human environment.
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