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RESUMEN
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RESUMEN

Los sujetos con demencia tipo Alzheimer (DTA) presentan una
alteracion en la tarea de reconocimiento en la prueba de me-
moria episodica, con alta presencia de falsos positivos. Varios
estudios indican que, para el reconocimiento, estos sujetos uti-
lizan procesos de “familiaridad” (familiarity), mas que procesos
de “recuerdo” (recollection). “Familiaridad” es tener la nocion
de haber experimentado algo anteriormente, sin recuperar in-
formacion especifica. “Recuerdo” es la capacidad de recuperar
informacion especifica de una experiencia previa (Yonelinas,
2002). El objetivo del trabajo es analizar los tipos de falsos po-
sitivos presentes en DTA leve, utilizando la teoria de “familia-
ridad” y “recuerdo”.Se evaluaron 30 pacientes con DTA leve.
Se evalu6 la memoria episodica verbal mediante el California
Verbal Learning Test y se analizaron distintos tipos de falsos
positivos en la tarea de reconocimiento: palabras de la lista de
interferencia, palabras relacionadas fonéticamente, palabras
relacionadas semanticamente y palabras no relacionadas. Se
hallaron mas falsos positivos semanticos que fonéticos o0 no
relacionados, con diferencias significativas entre ellos (?2(4)=
56,521 p<0,01). Nuestros hallazgos coinciden con los estudios
que sugieren que, al tener alterado el “recuerdo”, los sujetos no
pueden utilizarlo para para inhibir un falso reconocimiento por
“familiaridad” de palabras con asociaciones semanticas.
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ABSTRACT

FALSE POSITIVES AND FAMILIARITY IN PATIENTS WITH
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE

Subjects with Alzheimer’s disease (AD) show an impairment in
the recognition task of the episodic memory test, with a high
rate of false positives. Several studies suggest that these sub-
jects use familiarity processes, rather than recollection proces-
ses, for recognition. Familiarity is having the notion that one has
previously experienced something, but being unable to retrieve
specific information. Recollection is the capacity to retrieve spe-
cific information about a previous experience (Yonelinas, 2002).
The aim of this study is to analyze the types of false positives
present in mild AD, based on the familiarity-and-recollection

theory. 30 patients with mild AD were assessed. The California
Verbal Learning Test was administered to assess verbal episodic
memory, and the different types of false positives for the re-
cognition task were analyzed: words from the interference list,
phonologically similar words, semantically-related words, and
non-related words. More semantic false positives were obser-
ved than either phonological or non-related false positives, with
significant differences between them (?2(4)= 56.521 p<0.01).
Our findings agree with the studies that suggest that, AD sub-
jects are unable to use their impaired recollection to inhibit fa-
miliarity-based false recognition of semantically-related words.
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