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Summary—To verify whether development of cognitive skills and peer accep-
tance are necessarily linked, 212 students of low socioeconomic status in the first,
second, and third grades of a public school in Brazil were studied. A sociometric eval-
uation of peer group acceptance in play and study situations was conducted. The
cognitive tasks were the mental imaging and conservation of mass and length (opera-
tive tasks) as well as location of dice and equidistancing arrangements (creation of
possibilities tasks). Analysis showed the children identified as desirable study compan-
ions had highly developed general cognitive abilities, and those chosen as desirable for
both study and play not only had highly developed general cognitive abilities but also
highly developed operativeness. Children who were socially isolated, however, had
even higher mean cognitive assessment score in relation to both creation of possibili-
ties and general cognitive development than did those with ratings of negative or
positive salience.

Many psychologists have long shared an interest in children’s peer-
group interactions since a relationship between social and cognitive develop-
ment is to be expected. Piaget (1973, 1976, 1994) emphasized that superior
cognitive development should be associated with the cooperative capacity to
establish social relationships and defended the idea that children are inevita-
bly confronted with different viewpoints of the world through interaction
with their peers. Such confrontations engender a cognitive conflict or a cog-
nitive disturbance although the situation returns to normalcy when the equil-
ibration process compensates for the novelty. According to this perspective,
young children overcome their early, egocentric view of the world by being
forced to accept social rules by their peers. Piaget thus postulated that opera-
tiveness makes the integration of different viewpoints possible, and, as a con-
sequence, overcomes preoperational thought.

On the negative side, there is reason to believe that a lack of interaction
with peers may be associated with undesirable developmental consequences.
Many studies, using a variety of subjects and sociometric measures, have
consistently demonstrated the lower popularity of children with learning dis-
abilities (Bryan, 1974, 1976; Bruininks, 1978; Siperstein, Bopp, & Bak, 1978;
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